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Deep in the Vale old Afoniack rolls his Tides, 

Romantick Profpeéts crown his reverend Sides ; 

Now thro’ wild Grotts, and pendent Woods he ftrays, 

And ravifh’d at the Sight, his Courfe delays. 

Silent and calm---now with impetuous Shock 

Pours his fwift ‘Torrent down the fteepy Rock ; 

The tumbling Waves thro’ airy Channels flow, 

And loudly roaring, fmoke and foam below. 
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To the Honourabie 


Theodore Atkinfou, Elo; 
: Anp OTHER , : 
The Worthy Patrons of the. Fifbing 


AT 


- AMMAUSKEEG. 


Gentlemen, Raat Meds ata 
pazeee T'S not to fignify to others 
Wii—cee that 1 pretend to an Intime- 
=yo& cy with you, or that I ever 
eeeaay, had a Share in thofe pleafant 
- Diverfions, which you have 
innocently indulged your felves in, at the 
Place where I have taken an annualTour 
for fomeYears paft. Yet I doubt not but 
you 'l Patronize my Intention,which. 1s to 
fence againft Bigottry and Superftition. 
All Excefs I difclaim, but pretend to be 
a Favourer of Religion, and of Labour as 
an Ingredient, and of Recreation as a- 
neceflary Attendant. 


Powe 


(1 ) 

believe the Gentleman who moved 
me to preach there in fome oddCircum- 
ftances, and thofe at whofe Defire and 
Charge this Difcourfe is Printed, (asking 
their Pardon if my Suggeftion appear to 
them ungrounded) were moved more 
from the uncommonneS of the Thing, 
than any Thing fingular in it. I have ° 
put off the Importunity for near thefe 
three Years ; but leaft it fhould be, that 
I fear, it’s being feen by the Worid, I. 
fubmit it to Sight and Cenfure. | 
— So little as I know you, Gentlemen, I 
heartily prefent itto you; tho’ all the 
Reafon that I intend to offer is, we have 
fithed upon the fame Banks: And tho’ 
T know this will be no Bait, I am fond 
of being efteemed, in the Affair of Fifh- 
ing, 

Gentlemen, 


your moft Obedient 
and very bumble Servant, 
_ Fluviatulis Pifcator. 
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Simon Peter faith unto them, 1 go a 
Fifhing. 


IS an odd and vicious Conceit of the 
ae? @y>$a Superttitious, who in Popifh Countries 
y A PSR, are called the Religious ; that a folitary 
=16%9,-G? Sequeftration from the focialAffairs and 
M%@) Duties of Life, afford a mighty Advan- 
agin) tage to Religion: For this is contrary 
Veins to the Defign of the Creator in the 
je “Make andConftitution of Man ; oppo- 
MVE fite to the Providence and Precepts of 
| God, and the Examples of holy Men 
recorded in facred Hiftory. ‘The Inftance in our ‘Text fhows 
that Byfinefs, + or 1 think Diverfion in proper Portions of 
Time, and other fuitable Circumftances, are not hurtful, but 


very friendly to Religion. 


+ For theur flated Bu/finefs, was to preach the Gofpel; tho’ 
| Fifhing had been their Employment. i 
ip € 
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The Apoftles were conftituted Fifhers of Men, to allure 
and draw Souls to Chrift, froma Pit of Sin and Mifery, to an 
Ocean of Piety and Pleafure. ----- An high and really religious 
Employment ! And our Lord gave them a Vacancy, with Re- 
itriction, but tarry ye at Ferufalem. They had been commif- 
fioned long before, [ AZzith. x. 17 and Luke ix. ] but before 
they were to enter upon their Enterprize, in which he fhould 
be corporally abfent, they muft have a Leifure refrefhing Sea-~ 
fons ‘To what fhould they in Reafon have devoted this Inter- 
miffion, but Fafting and Mourning, for now the Bridegroom 
was not always with them ? Why, Obedience is better than Sa- : 
crifice,and tohearken, than the Fat of Rams, : Sam. xv. 22. He 
who beft knew theNature of Man, before he was to fend Men 
upon extraordinary Bufinefs, would give them Leifure ; nor 
was this Space confined wholly to Devotion. Some of it, we _ 
find, was {pent in Bufinefs or Diveifion, Certainly thefe 
Saints were as fincerely and pioufly affected to God, as the 
fuperftitious Biggots to Popery can, with anyShew of Modetty, 
pretend to be ; yet they divert themfelves in fo fujtable asi 
Seafon, and our Lord not onl appoints the Leifure, but ’fup- 
ports them in it 5 by giving them a lucky Draught of Fifhes. 
This facred Story leads me to think, - 

I. In the general, that the common Enterprizes of Life are 
not inconfiftent with Piety towards God: But that infinite 
Holinefs may be pleafed with them. And in particular, that 

If. Fifhing is innocent as Bufine& or Diverfion, ‘\ 

Some may think it ftrange that I give myfelf the Trouble to 
illuftrate thefe Things, which, to them appear level to the 
loweft Capacity. ae ts | 

_ But all Men are not of the fame Caft or Conftitution. A 


Propofition which is eafy and evident to one, may be as doubt- ee | 


ful and difficult to another; and its no uncommon Cafe, for 
Men who have no higher End in their Employments, and have 
been unfeafonable,unguarded and irregular in theirDiverfions, 
and have no higher End than Self, if they are convinced of ; 
their Idolatry and Carnality, to exclaim againft the World | 
‘Then, when they mott of all need to be diligent in fome good — 
Employment, Diligence is termed Worldly-mindednefs 5 fea- 
fonably and. temperately to recreate themfelyes, is carnal 
, ‘ Pleafure. 
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‘Pleafure. Thefe Difficulties require no greatDepth of Tho’t, 
nor a Multitude of Words for their Solution. 

We may, in an cafy and natural Manner, confider that Re~ 
-ligion is all of a Piece, and one Duty does not deftroy another, 
That Bufinefs and Diverfion, in their proper Place and Time, 

determined from agood Principle, and performed pioufly and 

-prudently ; are fo far from being offenfive, that they are a 
neceflary Branch of our holy Religion. | 
_ Let us then in the general confider, Whether the common Ene 
-_terprizes of human Life, be confiftent with practical Prety. 

Here we mutt tell what we mean, by the common Enter- 
prizes of Life. And we renounce all unjuft and difhoneft 
Methods of obtaining the Riches, Honours, and Pleafures of 
the World : And all unlawful Games, and thofe which are 
lawful, when they are unfuitably and irregularly managed. 

We confider Bufinefs or Diverfions, as human Under- 
ftandings. By Bufinefs, we mean our ftated Exercifes, or 
that which we ought to employ moft of our Time in, and 
moft of our Thoughts about. Diverfion is the turning afide 
from Bufinefs, in fome proper Period, to refrefh ourfelyes, and 
fit us for a more chearful and lively Difcharge of Duty. Now, 
if it fhould be made evident, that thefe are Parts of our Duty 
to God, I fuppofe they muft be confiftent with real Religion. 
And this will appear, if we confider, That God is an active 
Being, and propofes himfelf as our Pattern, It’s not only 
contrary to Scripture, and deep thinking, but common Senfe, ° 
to fuppofe the great Creator and Governour of all Worlds, 
idle and unaétive. Every one conceives fomething of his Ope- 
ration, asthe Over-ruler of human Affairs, or Author of all 
‘Things. And ifGod be Agent, he expects thofe to be fuch 
_ who are capable of aéting : And as he is perfect, and muft act 

‘in amoft excellent Manner, according to his own Nature, he 
- mutt expeét and require his Creatures to act according to the 
Power with which he has endowed them. And as he has en- 
dowed Man with a Capacity of knowing fomething of him, 
he muft defign his imitating of him in his Meafure and De- 
gree.In this the Image ofGod in Man confifts. And we are to 
imitate him in Labour and Reft, as well as in other Refpects. 
This will be clear to you, if you recolle&t the Fourth Com- 
mandment ; 
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‘mandment : Six Days thalt thou Labour, for in fix---- the Loyd 
made-----and refted on the feventh, &'c. : r 
Indeed, no Man was made for Time, but Time for him: 

_ Andas God ufes Eternity for his own Glory, according to his 
infinite Wifdom and Power; fo he expeéts Man fhould {fpend. 

his Time, according to his Capacity------ ‘ | 
‘  Man’s Capacity is the Meafure of his Duty, and the Na- 
ture of Man requires Reft and Labour, and ‘a prudent Inter- 
' change and Succeffion of each. We were not obliged to do, 
in our Original, thofe Things which our Species were not ca- 
pable of performing: But the “Limitation of Nature was a 
Bound by the Deity, So far /halt thou come, and no farther. 
The Stretch of a human Mind, and the Strength of Man’s 
‘. Body, is limited by the fupream Difpofer of all Things. And 
the fame Being, in limiting our Capacity, makes out ourDuty, 
by our Make and Frame, and cafual Circumftances jn the 
' Courfe ofhis divine Providence, he thews a wife Man’ what 
he ought to do, and what to avoid, and how he fhould dire@, 
- guide, and govern himfelf or others. No mere Man ever 
could, nor will any Man that has the Government of himfelf, 
. pretend to keep up an uninterrupted Series of Idlenefs and In- 
dolence, of Labour or Devotion ; for Experience muft foon 
- Convince them that Man’s Nature is formed for Variety : He 
is a changeable Creature, and_ is fupported by Change. So 
~ Man at firft was put into the Garden of Pleafure, not only to 
ferve his Maker, in his Devotions, and delight himfelf by his 
Senfations, but to dre/s it and to keep it : For in his primitive 
Make he needed thofe Changes. 

_ And we need them much more in our lapfed State: As all 
the Works of God, in Nature and Revelation, manifeftly de- 
clare. Let thofe who would form to their Imagination, a 
beautiful Defcription of the Original of the World, read Dr. 
Burnet : But I muft confine myfelf to Scripture, and the com- 
~ mon Current of ourExperience,in the prefentState of Things ; 

_ and as to that original State of the World, you will excufe me 

if! fay little about it, becaufe we have ‘little to do with it. 

But if we gaze upon Nature, in it’s prefent Situation, we fhall 
find, that every Thing calls for a prudent Alloy of Labour and 
Diverfion: [ ‘Tho’ Imuft rejoin, becaufe 1° would not be 
wanting in Caution, by Labour, I would be underftood to 

; mean, 


inoffenfive to G Om (86 


- mean, our A@tions in our particular Callings ; and by our Di- 
~ -yverfions, our turning afide from them, whether in the prefcri- 
bed fcriptural or rational Acknowledgements of the Deity, or 
our innocent unbending the Bow in thofe lawful Amufements, 
which are more commonly called Diverfions. ‘The Reafon of 
my thus fpeaking is on the Account of the divine Divifion. Six 
Days foalt thou Labour. But on the Seventh ----. God who beft 


knew our Capacities, has delineated our Bufinefs [ or that — 


which we are Statedly to employ moft of our Time in, for that 
call, muft call fo ] God confirms the Divifion both by Pre- 
cept and Example : And if we throw off Superftition and allow 
our felves to think freely we fhall be confirmed that Bufinefs is 
Part of our Religion. ] 
To return then, 

Let us confider theUniverfe in its prefent State andSituation. 
. All the heavenly Bodies keep their-Courfe, [ but theirOrbits 
are more or lef Excentric ] ‘The rifing Sun calls Man forth 
to his BufinefS. “The Sun withdraws, and lengthning Shades 
forewarn us of the rifing Damp, and unhealthy Vapour ; and 
bid us retire for Reft and Shelter. Yet if fomething uncom~ 


mon, call us longer abroad, the Adoon and Stars will lend a 


little of their borrowed Light ; but amphibious Creatures, Birds 
and Beafts of Prey, oft check our Improvidence or Negligence. 
The Sun gives us our longeft Days when the Earth requires 
moft of our Labour, and when fhe refufes Produce, he fhort- 
ens our Hours of Bufine(s. 

- So the: vaft Colle&tion of Watérs fometimes heaves in ifs 
briny Billow, fwells every Bay, and rufhes with Joy tho’ every 
Channel ; as from an Engine played by the Almighty Arm 5 


then finks into her deep Caverns, leaves Room for the Return 


of the rapid Rivers ; with vaft Additions from in-land Oceans. 

The Winds alfo take their turns for Labour and Reft. ‘The 
laborious Eaft fends gently in the vaft Magazines of floating 
Wealth, to the favourite Sons of Fortune ; while he is gather- 
ing up the fcatterine Clouds, which he fhoves in upon the cra- 
ving Land, and genreoufly pours down a more univerfal Blef- 
fing : and retires, when the brifk Weft opens a Glene, fcatters 
the brokenCloud,and {weeps up the redundantMoifture ****. 

So the Earth here raifes a rocky Mountain with a frowning 
Front; and levels. therea pleafant Plain ; bere. finks pn 
. en, 
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Fen, there raifes a fertile Field: Here. the ftruggline Streams 
ruth down a rapid River, there the eafy Waters lye ftill and 
move not ----. But what in Nature does not ? Every Thing 
calls for Labour, and Labour requires Rett. | 7 

Thefe uncultivated Lands call for hard Labour, but fome 
otherCircumftances admit of Diverfion ; for this the half tam’d 
Deer graze your Plains, and the rough Bear infeft domeftick 
folds. ‘The ingenious Dr. Woodward has fhown what Con- 
vulions there were at the Time of the Deluge, and howSterile 
the Earth is made by that awful Event; and this to make us 
Labour, becaufe our finful Propenfity required it + 

But we are focial Creatures ; and the Cord of Society is 
ftrengthned by Induftry. In this defective State, great Dili- 
gence is neceflary in Education, in Purging out Prejudices, 
Infufing Principles and Maxims of Wifdom 3 and acquiring 
Habits of juft Reafoning, and prudent Determining in every 
Occurrence. It’s needful that fome fhould make a Bufinefs 
of ‘Teaching ; and the Labour of others mutt Support fuch in 
their Labour. , 

Government is neceflary to goodOrder ; to fecure ourLives, 
Property and Peace: And thofe who are by divine Providence, 
fet in Authority over us, fhould be efteemed and honoured ; 
that they may be fo, they fhould be fet above Contempt, by a 


generous 


\ 


+ Speaking of the old World, he fays that after the Fall 
of Man, ‘* Thefe exuberant Productions of the Earth 
became a continual Decay and Snare to him, they only 
excited and fomented his Lufts, and miniftred Fuel to his 
Vices and Luxury, and the Earth requiring little or no 
Tillage, there was little Occafion for Labour, fo that al- 
moft the whole Time lay upon his Hand, and gave him 
Liefure to contrive ; and full Swing to purfue hisFollies; 
and the Pravity of humane Nature was ---- The Pravity 
of humaneNature is not, I fear, lefs yet then it was then-- 
And to remove the Temptation and Caufe of the Sin, he 
brought thisChange, by mingling and confounding its firft 
conftituent Principles --- ‘That by this Means a greatPart 
of their Time might be taken up, é'c, a 

See his natural fiiftery, Ed, xf. Pag. 89, to 1146 


ve 
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generous Support from the Society whom they ferve : which 
it never can do unlefs Induftrious, 

Seeing we are to confider Gon, not only asCreator of Man, 
but as the Founder of Society, and it muft follow that a focial 
Homage is hisDue ;_ and this Homage mutt be paid in the beft, 
the moft regular and rational manner : It appears by the Light 
of Nature, and Suffrage of all Nations, that there fhould be 


fome Perfons ftated and appointed to lead Societies in their De- 


votions ; to keep the Knowledge of God, and our Duty to 
him, clear from all Confufions and unworthy Conceptions, and 
to excite religious Sentiments &'¢, This requires the Labour 
and Study of fuch Perfons, and the Labour of others to fupport 
them. So that unlefs we would have Ienorance and Irreligion, 


and all Manner of Miferies and Mifchiefs infet Mankind, we 


muft labour ; and as God is the Author of the Species, and - 


Founder of our State, this Induftry fhould.be praCtifed with 
a View tohis Glory, as Part of our holy Religion. 

This Thought includes Piety, Juftice, and Charity. We 
mutt be diligent in fome lawful Calling, becaufe God requires 
it, as mere Reafon fhews, fo doth the Scriptures, Agr 

‘Thofe who will take no Method for their own Support, rob 
Society, or murder themfelves : If a Man provide not for 
himfelf, he either ftarves or pillages his Neighbour: T can call 
it nothing lefs than Robbery, ifhe could, by any lawful Bufi- 
nefs, have fupported himfelf ; for he is as really a Villain, 
who, without my knowing it, picks my Pocket, as he who 
fternly fays, Stand and Deliver! And whatever Tam obliged 
by Authority to pay towards the Support of Religion, Govern- 
ment, or the Poor, more than I fhould or ought to have done, 
if my Neighbour had been induftrious, they really rob me 
of; forL have fo much lefs of Eftate thro’ their Negligence. 
~---- The Equity of that Precept is clear, He that will not 
work,neither let him cat. And it’s as evidently juft, he that 


will not labour to fupport Government, forfeits it’s Prote@tion 
and Favour. | 


~The Man who will not labour; often thinks himfelf forced — 


to lie long in his Neichbour’s Debt ; which is a great Piece of 
Injuftice to his Neighbour and to Society : Seeing if his induf- 
trious Neighbour had his Money in his Hand, he would have 
turn’d it to the Increafe of his Eftate, and Emolument of the 

2, Community, 
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Community. . It’s thro’Idlenefs that Men have little to difpofe 
of, and are tempted to afk fuch exorbitant Prices for their 
Wares. * 

The Original of Communities, are Families. In thefe are 
weak and feeble Members, who needLabour for their Support : 
And that Man is not only unjuft, but barbarous and cruel, 
who neglects them. He that provideth not for his own, e/peci- 
ally for thofe of his own Eoufe, hath denied the Faith, and is worfe 
than an Infidel. 

We ought to labour froma Principle of Charity, That we 
may have to give tohim that needeth. §  ----- The Poor ye have 
with you always. ~ If the Poor perifh thro’ your Want, when 
you might/have had it to give ;' it’s as much. thro’ your Ne- 
glect, as if you had it, and refufed to help and relieve them. 

Indeed the moft kind and prudent Way of relieving the 
Poor, is by fetting them to work, if they are able. For here- 
by you give them Courage, caufe them to be prudent and fru- 
gal ; and prevent much Sin. It does not put them to fo much 
Pain, to afk for that for which they have laboured: . And 
what they earn hardly, they will not be fo likely to {pend idly. 
While they have Employ, they may be kept from making 
Mifchief among Neighbours, from wandering about from Haufe 
to Floufe as Bufy-Bedies. + 

. if 


* ‘There has been long and tedious Difputes about a Medi- 
um of ‘[’rade, and a fad Complaint of the conftant Falling 
of Money : While the Prices of the Produce of theCoun- 
try are under no Regulation by Law: Every one almoft 
will make ita Rule, to /ell as dear as he can: And if they 
afk an Angel this Year, for that which might have been 
purchafed with a Crozuz laft, an Angel is worth no more 
now than a Crown was then ; and Money muft continue 
falling. It’s worthy the Tho’t of confiderate Men, 
whether a Want of Labourers be not at the Bottom of 
all this. If Men don’t labour, they vainly complain of 
hard ‘Times, and Scarcity of Money ; for they have no- 
thing to procure it. | 

§ Eph. iv. 28. + Matth. xxvi. rz. 

ae : + In 
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Ff ye foall fulfill the royal Law, according to the Scriptures 
~---thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as thy felf, ye fhall do well. if 
a Brother or a Sifter be naked, or defittute of daily Food, and one 


\ 


of you fay to them, Depart in Peace, be you warmed and filled, 


he Body, What dothit ? But can common Chriftians feed 
eir Neighbours with any thing better than fair Words un- 
lefs they be diligent in their Bufinefs. 

Queft. Lhefe are evident, you may fay, but how do they reach 
the Rich ? 

The Rich are of the fame Nature with the Poor, and ftand 
in as near Relation to God and Society as they : And in thefe 
Refpeéts, have as much need of Bufinefs. Tho’ Men have 
ever fo much Wealth, they fhould confider that Idlenefs and 
Inativity rufts and depraves the Mind, and renders it unfit for 
the Service of God or Men. It either diftempets the Brain 
‘with Melancholly, or fills the Body with ill Humours, and the 
Mind with vicious Inclinations ; and either of them give Satan 
great Advantage againft us. Befides--- we are to confider 
‘Wealth 2s a Talent given us by God to improve, therefore the 
more any Man has, the more he has to turn to Advantage, 
which muft proportionably encreafeCare and enlarge theSphere 
of A@ion. He that finks his. Eftate thro’ Indolence robs the 
Publick, for he cant do fo much for the Commonwealth. And 


BeBe IE you give them not of thofeT hings that are needful to 
z 


if he only keeps the Principal, and endeavours to make no In- « 


tereft, he is an unprofitableServant toGod who intrufts him, and 
to the Society who protects him. 
_ If we are to be Followers of God as dear 
Reflection. Children ; if God is an Agent ; if we are to 
imitate him in labouring fix Parts in feven of 
our Time ; if the human Conftitution in its Original requires 
Change of Labour and Reft ; if this is the State of all Nature ; 
if Piety to God, and Juftice and Charity to Men require La- 


bour ; 


+ In the beftregulatedCommunities, they keep all employ’d, 
young and old, ftrong and weak ; thofe who are {trong 
tomore onerous Service, and the more feeble to that 
which is lefs burthenfome, &c. See Sir Witt. Tem- 
PLE of Holland, and Busspec; .Fuci. Epiff?, Ricue> 
LIEU’s Pol, Will, Chap. IX, Sect. vi. 
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bour ; and Bufinefs cannot be perform’d to Advantage without 
fome feafonable prudent and regular Diverfion : How wild and 
fuperftitious are thofe who would drive Per‘ons into Monaftries 
and Nunneries, under the Notion of their {pending their whole 
‘Time in Devotion? And how much better is it for Perfons 
who are deeply in Debt, or dependent:on Charity for their 
daily Support, to run about under the Notion of dealing with 
_ their Neighours in fome pretended Cafe of Confcience, pra- 
ting about Things which they underfiand not 3 than ftudy to be 
quiet and do their own Bujfine/s ! . 

Extraordinary Religion is the moft exaét Tranfeript of the 
communicable Attributes of God ; and the neareft Imitation 
of the divine Being, as far as the Ditates and Limits of our 


he hath feen, how fhall he love God whom he hath not feen. | 
Weak Perfons are apt to fay, Can we do too much for 

_ God? Canwe fpend too much Time in Religion? No, you 
_€annot. But you may difobey God, when you think you 
obey him : You may do what he forbids, when you think you 
do what he requires. You may be idolatrous, when you think 
you are mighty devout. Why, your Anceftors tho’t this 
might be ; Why elfe did they rejeét the exorbitant Number of 
popith Faft and Feftivals, &c.? Inone Century you feem to 
have forgot your Errand to America. And what do you think 
of thofe Z/raelites, who facrificed their Children, &¢. 2? Do you 
think that they could do toomuch forGod? Could they do 
any more than to zive the Firft-born of their Bodies for the Sin 
of their Souls ? Who could blame them, if none can do too 
much [ in the common Senfe] ? Ifa Manwereto murder 
his Father or Mother, his Wife or Children, or himfelf, under 
the Notion of being extraordinary religious, and fhould fay, 
who can do too much for God, would you not think the poor 
Creature were delirious? Why, He that loves not his Brother is 
a Murderer! Many make a ereat Talk of Matters of Faith, 
or rather of Opinion, and will go prating from Place 
i | to 
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to Place, * and take little or no Care of their Families ; they 
are mighty religious, but if it were poflible they would not 
pay a Farthing for the Support of the Government, ( by which 
our Lives are preferved ) or of Religion, or for the Education 
of their Children. ‘They like Holidays extreamly, and might 
be glad if every Day were fuch 3 but can, witha good Confci- 
ence, lie in Debt from Year to Year. It’s an eafy Matter to 
pray, and read, and hear, and talk devoutly ; but to work is 
hard, ’tis tedious to the poor Carcafs, a Wearinefs to the Fleth? 
It’s an eafy Matter to run down your induftrious Neighbour 
as a worldly Man, but have you paid him that which you owed 
him? Is not he forc’d, in great Part, to fupport your Family ? 

I with Men would know what Religion is in the Whole, 
_zand not fet the feveral Parts of it at Variance, and make one 
Branch militate with another. Let ws love God with all our 
Flearts, and at the fame Time remember that we are to hve 
our Neighbour as cur felves. : 

Let us meditate on and long after Heaven; but know at 
the fame Time, thatour Way thither is thro’ the Earth : That 
the Soul is infinitely the fuperiour Part, but if-we murder the 
Body, the Soul muft eternally be damned. Let us be frequent 
at Church, yet not forget that we have fomething to do at 
Home. Let’s be ferious and fleady in our Devotions, and 
likewife diligently follow our Bufinef& In fhort, Let every 
Command have its proper Weight with us, every Duty it’s 
Proportion of our Time and Tho’ts. 

Bufinefs and Diverfion, in the general, may be allowed as 
innocent and neceflary. But fome Enterprizes which wear 
that Name may be {erupled. We may therefore enquire in 
particular, fe - Il. Whether 


* I with there were not too much Reafon for Complaint in 
this Regard, at this Day. Ihave been often furprized, 
not only at the prophane Railing againft Le@tures, but at 
the Abfurdity and Folly of many, who had hardly a Mor- 
fel of Meat to put into theit Mouths, and their Children 


Near famifhing, and all their Bufinefs ruining, on Account | 


of their violent and furious rambling here and there on 
the Notion of fome religious Errand; as if God would 
callthem to a Fraud and Barbarity, which, the Apoftle 
tells us, is worfe than Infidelity, 1 Tim. 5.8. 
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Tl. Whether Fifbing is lawful as Bufinefs or Diverfion. 

Not only thofe called Religious, among the Turks and Per= 
frans, and the Benjans, &c. have fcrupled eating of Flefh or 
Fith, but fome among ourfelves, fear whether we ought to 
take away the Lives of Creatures for our own Support ; and 
are pofitive that we fhould not for Diverfion. Many have 
a great Averfion to thofe whofe Trade it is to take away the 
Lives of the lower Species of Creatures. A Butcher is (in 
their Apprehenfion ) a mere Monfter, and a Fifherman, a 
filthy Wretch. 

It’s an ancient Obfervation, that a merciful Man is merciful 
to his Beaft. The righteous Man regards the Life of bis Beaft, 
Prov. xii. 10. Where any have long ufed any Creature, the 
Tho’t of it’s Service, and fome fort of Regard contraéted to it 
thereby, is not eafily conquered. Buta noble generous Soul 
hates Barbarity to foreign as well as domeftick Creatures. 
“© It’s not certain [ fays my Lord BEacon ] that the wor- 
€ thier any Soul is, the larger is it’s Compeffion. For con- 
“* tracted degenerate Minds imagine that thofe Things belong 
* not to them: But the Mind that looks upon itfelf as a 
*< nobler Portion of the Univerfe, is kindly affe€ted towards 
*¢ inferiour Creatures-----.”’ 

He that takes Pleafure in the Pains and dying Agonies of 
any lower Species of Creatures, is either a ftupid fordid Saul, or 
a Murderer in Heart.-----He that delighteth to fee a Brute die, 
would foon take as great Pleafure in the Death of a Man. 

But here, in Fifhing, we are fo far from delighting to fee 
our Fellow-Creature die, that we hardly think whether they 
live----- We have no more of a murderous Tho’t in taking 
them, than in cutting up a Mefsof Herbage. We are taking 
fomething, which God, the Creator and Proprietor of all, has 
given us to ufe for Food, as freely as the green Herb. 
Oper ie. 24.2 

He allows the eating them, therefore the mere catching: 
them is no Barbarity. Befides God feems to have carv’d out 
theGlobe on purpofe for a univerfalSupply : InSeas,nearShores, 
are Banks and Beds made for them ; -----+to furnifh the Lands 
adjacent-----and Lands which lye remote, are. more divided 
into Lakes and Ponds, Brooks and Rivers; and_ he has im- 
planted in. feveral Sorts of Fith, a ftrongInftin {orInclination ] 
to {wim up thefe Rivers a vaft Diftance from the Sea. And 
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is it not remarkable, that Rivers moft incumbred with Falls, 
are ever more full of Fifh than others: Why are they directed 
here ? Why retarded by thefe difficult Paflages? But to 
fupply the Inlands ? Doés forming and difpofing of thefeThings 
argue nothing ? ce 

Since the Flood the Earth is more barren, and Vegetables 
afford not a fufficient Support for Mankind, ----- So that if the 
Lives of all thefe are of lefs Confequence, nay, are freely given . 
by him whofe they are, they may be taken and ufed as Food - 

if they may be taken, any may make a BufinefS of taking them 
for the Supply of others. ! 

But if this be innocent as Bufinefs, fome may ftill feruple it 
as Diverfion. - 

And why not all Diverfion with as good Reafon ? The grave 
and judicious Mr, Perkins fays, * <* Weare allowed to ufe 
** the Creatures of God, not only for our Neceffity, but for 
«* meetand convenient Delight. .'This is a confefled ‘Truth. 
** And therefore to them who fhall condemn fit and conyeni- 
** ent Recreation (as fome of the ancient Fathers have done, 
‘ by Name Chry/oftom and Ambrofe ) it may be faid, be not 
“ too righteous, be not too wife, Eccl. vii. 16.’ But if we 
confider, that the End of Bufinef$ and Diverfion are the fame, _ 
wefhall clearly conceive the Truth. The End of both are 
the Refrefment and Support of Man in the Service of God. . 
If I may eat them for Refrefhment, I may as well catch them, - 
if this recreate and refrefhme. It’s as lawful to delight the 
Eye, as the Palate. All Pleafure arifes from the Suitablenefs 
andAgreablenefs between the perceptive Faculties, and the Ob- 
jects that affect them: And our bountiful Maker, as he has 
given the animal Life many perceptive Faculties, the senfes of 
Seeing, Hearing, Tafting, &¥c. fo he has provided fuitabl2 Ob- 
jects for all thefe Faculties, and does allow us to gratify ourfelves 
therewith. ) 

When the Body has been long wearied withLabour, or the 
Mind weakned with Devotion, it’s requifite to give themEafe ; 
then the ufe of innocent and moderatcPleafures andRecreations 
is both ufeful and neceflary, to Soul and Body ; it enlivensNa- 
ture, recruits oui Spirits, and renders us more able to fet about 
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ferious Bufinefs and Employment. For to intermix no Grati- 
fications, nor Diverfions with our more ferious Affairs, makes 
the Mind unattive, dulland ufelefSB. +t —° | 
+ $¢ dt proceeds either from Pride, ill Nature or Hypo- 
“© crify, when People cenfure and are offended at the Liber- 
‘© ties which others ufe in thus relaxing their Minds. Sloth 
and Idienefs,. we have already inveigh’d againft, and con- 
demn’d ; but thofe who give feafonable Hours for their Devo- 
tions and know how to difpatch the proper Bufinefs of Life 
well and feafonably enough, and {till aim chiefly at the Glory 
of God, need be under no Apprehenfions of the divine Wrath 
and Difpleafure on the Score of their Diverfions. For this is 
good and comely, Eccl. v. 18. And indeed, the Comforts and 
Enjoyments of this Life, which we receive from the bountiful 
Hand of God, is a great Subject of our Praife and Thank{giving 
to God, ------ that the Lines are fallen to us in pleafant Places, 
----our Eleads anointed, our Cup running over. ‘The Steams lead 
us up to the Fountain and Springe-Head. Our Diverlion, if 
rightly ufed, not only fits us for, but leads us to Devotion ; 
and the Creature brings us to Chrift. Thus in the Context, 
the Difciples go a fifhing, and Chrift manifefts himfelf to 
them,-----Not only countenances them, by fucceeding their 
: Defign, 


Cito rumpes arcum fi tenfum habueris, 
At fi laxdris, cum voles, eris utilis, 
sic lufus Animo debet aliquand dari, 
Ad cogitandum melior, ut redeat tibi. 
[Tames seneee sateen ne nee- Study and eafe 
Together mixt; Sweet Recreation, 
And Innocence, which moft does pleafe, 

: with Meditation. 

t+ The Pharifees were of this Temper and frequently cen- 
fure and condemn Curis‘ for his Recreations, both 
for theMatter andManner. TheSon of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they fay, behold a Man gluttonous and a 
wine-bibber a Friend of Publicans and Sinners: Math. 11. 
19. Luke 7. 34, &c. and Chap. 15.2. But all Ex- 
treams are bad, one leads to another ; thofe who in 
this Cafe Strain at a Gnat, in another will generally 
Swallow a Camel, | 
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Defign ; but excites and draws out their Affections to him, fs 
much that Simon could not wait 7till the Veffel came to Shore, 
but leapt into the Lake, and fwam fwift afhore, to greet and 
converte with his deareft Lord. c 

tet That I may not be tedious, I will only lead in your 
RefleGtions a Word or two. . 

Religion is the higheft Reafon, and Chriftianity perfeétly 
fuited toMan in his prefent State. And as the venerable Fudge 
Flale fays, * ** Religion is beft in its Simplicity and Purity, 
<< but difficult to be retain’d fo, without Superftitions and 
«© Acceflions ; and thofe do commonly in Time /ifle and 
6¢ chogk the Simplicity of Religion, unlefs much Care and Cir- 
<< cu nfpection be ufed: “Phe Contemporations are fo many 
«¢ and fo cumberfome, that Religion loofeth its Nature, or is 
«¢ ftranoled by them : Jult like a Man that hath fome excel- 
-<¢ Jent fimple Cordial or Spirit, and puts Mufk in it to make 
<< it fmell fweet, and Honey to make it tafte pleafant, and it 
<¢ may be Cantharides to make it look glorious. Indeed by 
‘¢ the Infufions he hath given ita very fine Ta/ffe, Smell, and 
‘¢ Colour, but yet he hath fo cloge’d it, and /opiz/licated it 
$¢ with Superaddition, that it may be he hath altered the Na- 
<< ture, and defiroy’d the Vertue of it. *” Some fo muffle up 
Chriftianity , and make it look fo melancholy, fickly and fowr, 
that inconfiderate People are apt to dread its Command, as they 
would the Tyranny of Sallee-Aden.. But 
_ What prodigious Injuftice is hereby done to the moft facred 
_and excellent Caufe in the World ? 

Such zealous, weak, miftaken Men can’t eafily be perfwaded 
of the Difimilitude there is between their Opinion and Prac- 
tice, and the Doétrine and Behaviour of Chri/? and his Apa/iles. 
It were worthy of their diligent Application, to make a. criti- 
cal Attempt of running the Parralel, And they would certain- 
ly find their own Lives awkward and disjointed ; and their 
Notions, in this Part, maim’d and defective, and bloated and 
fwell’d in that. They would find likewife, that they have 
given themfelves and others a great deal of unneceflary Fatigue 
and Perplexity : Wearying themfelves.and tormenting others, 
by making thofe Things Duties which God never requir’d, 
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adore the bleffed Jefus, thould 


) 


and forbidding thofe Things which God never prohibited : 


Perplexing themfelves and all around them with infinite Doubts 
and Fears, without any Foundation : Leading Men into the 
mot loofing Labyrinths, for which there can be no Clue found, 
but in the T’races of their own maz’d Brain. 

Therefore, How needful is it that we be well acquainted 
with the Scriptures, inform’d in the Religion of Jefus, con- 


form’d to the Example of Chrift and his Apofiles ? There we 


fhall fee the Nature and Defign of Chriftianity. atin To bring 


Glory to Ged in the bighe/t, ------ Peace and Good-will io Men. 


That God’s Glory and his Good--~--his Duty and Intereft--- 
Piety and Pleafure, can never he {undered. 

He will find, that in order to an Action’s being term’d really 
religious, the Principle from which, and the End for which 
it is done, is much more to be confidered, than whether it com- 
monly fall under the Denomination of Devotion, Bufinef&s, or 
Diverfion; for they are all atone Time or other our Duty: 
And the doing our Duty from a good Principle and for a right 
End, mutt be term’d religious acting, Eating and Drinking 
are natural and fenfible Actions, but when we cat and drink to 
the Gliry of Ged, they are to be contidered as religious, 1 Cor. 


% 31. and that not only when Men eat and drink the meaneft 


for Quality, and the leaft for Quantity that can. fupport them 
in the Service of God and Society ; but’ when they haye a 
rich and plentiful Collation: Ag at Cana of Galilee, they hada 
Plenty of rich Wines miraculoufly provided by Chrift himfelf, 
who made one of the Company at this chearful Entertainment. 
This was at a Wedding, which is not every Day. «* NoMan 
“¢ fhould make Sports his BufinefS, nor Paftimes his Employ~ 
** ment,.no more thanCordials his Drink, orSauces hisMeat.?? 
This deftroys the very Notion of Diverfion. Says Mr. Loch, 
*° Some Men may be faid never to divert themfelves, they 
“can’t turn afide from Bu/inefs, for they never doany.”? 
every T hing there is-a Seafon, Eccl. iii, Iy--4--4, 

Should we not always in every Enterprize wih for the Pre- 
fence and Blefling of Chrift? Methinks thofe who love and 
defire to fee him every where, 
s for our Devotion and allows 


and in every Thing ! who call 
ton! who procured Peace and Pleafure for wretched 


re 


our Divert 


ts | : , : 
‘Sinful Men ! Don’t I owe a grateful Senfe of the Grace and 
Favour of my Benefi@or in theEnjoyment of every Bleffing ? 


This 
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“This gives a Gut to every Enjoyment, our tafting the Sweets 
porchih in them. ----- Weconfider him as. Mediator of 
the Covenant of Grace, and when we fee every Thing con- 
vey’d from God tous by him, then we have a real ‘Relith for 
them----. There is no fuitable folid Satisfa@tion in any tempo- 
ral Good, but as the Gift of God thro’ Chrift. ' This every 
good Man, in a good Frame finds and feels-----, <* Bufine 
cc and Diverfions, Cities and Palaces, with their various Or- 
<© naments; Fields and Groves ; Spring, Summer, and Au- 
<< tumn, with all their flowry Beauties and tafteful Bleffings, 
“¢ are fome of the Delights of the Sons of Men. Books and 
<¢ Learning, and polite Company, and refin’d Science, are 
<¢ the more elegant Joys of ingenious Spirits : Thefe are en~ 
“6 ticing Gratifications of the Senfes or the Mind of Man; 
** they are allinnocent in themfelves, they may be fandtified 
-** to divine Purpofes, and afford double SatisfaGion if God 
“€¢ be among them: But if God be abfent, if he hide his Face 
*< or frown upon the Soul, not Palaces, norGroves, nor Fields, 
*¢ nor Bufinefs, nor Diverfion, nor all the flowry or tafteful 


_ ** Bleflings of Spring or Summer, nor the more’ refin’d Joys 


* of Books and Learning, and elegant Company ;, .not.all the 
“s¢ rich Provifion of Nature and Art, can entertain or refrefh, 
€< can fatisfy or pleafe the Soul of a Chriftian------------when 
‘¢ {mitten with the Love of God. ae 


Toconclude, Let us ever remember that we and all we 


have, is God’s, and that we are accountable to him for our Im- 


provement ofall, and depend on Chrift for our Acceptance 
with him in all, | 
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» E happy Fields, unknown to 
Noife and Strife, 


" "The kind Rewarders of in- 
duftrious Life ; 


Ye fhady Woods sihidni once I us’d to rove, 


| To think for Men, and praile the Gop 


above ; ? 


Ye murmuring Streams that in Meade 
roll, 


The fweet Compoters of the penfive Soul, 


Farewell.---T ‘is City calls me from yout 
Bowers ; , 


Farewell amufing Tho’ts and caeane 
Hours. 
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